Laparoscopic radical prostatectomy: a European virus.
The evolution of prostate cancer treatment has now incorporated the principles of minimally invasive surgery. Laparoscopic radical prostatectomy, just like a virus, infected first Europe and three years ago the United States. This European virus has nowadays a potentially widespread application. Oncological efficacy and ability to preserve and improve continence and potency are the factors that will ultimately determine the role of laparoscopic radical prostatectomy and thus the future of this virus infection. This article reviews the current published experience with minimally invasive prostatectomy and provides comparisons to published data on radical retropubic prostatectomy to increase awareness about viability. Some prospective and retrospective non-randomized comparative studies of the two approaches are also included in the present review. The current practice patterns regarding urological laparoscopic surgery and the tendency of the urologic community in Europe and in the United States to establish minimally invasive radical prostatectomy in more urological departments are described.